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Johnsons mode of life.
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I   '
we act.    If I fling half a crown to a beggar with intention break his head, and he picks it up and buys victuals with it, tl physical effect is good; but, with respect to me, the action is vei wrong.    So, religious exercises, if not performed with an inte: tion to please GOD, avail us nothing.    As our Saviour says those who perform them from other motives, " Verily they ha-their reward1."
'The Christian religion has very strong evidences2. It, i deed, appears in some degree strange to reason ; but in Histo we have undoubted facts, against which, reasoning a priori, \ have more arguments than we have for them; but then, tes mony has great weight, and casts the balance. I would recoi mend to every man whose faith is yet unsettled, Grotius,—T. Pearson,—and Dr. Clarke3/
Talking of Garrick, he said, ' He is- the first man in the wor for sprightly conversation.'
When I rose a second time he again pressed me to sis which I did.
He told me, that he generally went abroad at four- in t afternoon, and seldom came home till two in the morning I took the liberty to ask if he did not think it wrong to li thus, and not make more use of his great talents5. He owned was a bad habit. On reviewing, at the distance of many yea my journal of this period, I wonder how, at my first visit ventured to talk to him so freely, and that he bore it with much indulgence.
Before we parted, he was so good as to promise to favour i with his company one evening1 at my lodgings; and, as I to my leave, shook me cordially by the hand. It is almost neecll* to add, that I felt no little elation at having now so happ
T Matt/tew, vi. 16.
* Boswell, it is clear, in the early days of his acquaintance with Johnson often led the talk to this subject. Seefosf, June 25, July 14, 21, and 28, 1763.
3 See/A?/, April 7, 1778. ,   * Hefinished his day,'however late it might be,'by taking tea at MissWil-liams's lodgings; post, July I, 1763.
1 See fast, under Feb. 15, 17 Feb.   1767,   March   20,   1776,   s Boswell's  Hebrides, Sept.   20,  17 where Johnson says :—' I have hi trying to  cure my laziness all life, and   could not do  it.'    It -\ this kind of life that caused so mi of the remorse which is seen in Prayers and Meditations.
establishhrough a book has,'
